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BENTON, MISS

OURI,

THE ORGAN GRINDS,
But the Music is Not in Accord
With the Facts.

Judge Riley is a good judge of law,
and heard the Leftwich case on its
merits, and he not only gave Mr,
Leftwich un honorable discharge, but
he judicially censured the present
county court —the big two—for med-
dling in things that did not concern
them.—Local Ring Organ.

So says “de push.”” But the facts
are different. While we hardly deem
it necessary, yet, since the above
‘‘yarn'' has been scattered broad-cast
over the county, we will vefer briefly
to the facts. While it will take con-
siderable time and space, yet we con-
sider that the people ought to thor-
oughly uvederstand it, and we propose
to make it plain.

Thoe case has never been “‘tried on
its merits’ before Judge Riley or any
other judge. At the August term,
184, the old county eourt made an
order which was intended to cover
up the whole affair and relieve Me.
Leftwich and his bondsmen of any
linbility, At the PFebruary term,
18495, the new county court removed
the cover and found that there was a
shortage of over $£3,M0)—according to
Mr. Leftwich’s own sworn state-
ments filed at cach term of court.

The county court labored under
preat disadvantage. They were not
lawyers and had no legal advisor.
QOur *“astout”™ prosecuting attorney,
who muy always be seen at euach
term of court prescuting his bill for
services rendered in behalf of the
dear people, plainly told one of the
judges that he would have nothing to
do with the matter; and that they
would have to gret some other attor
ney.  This action on the part of Mr.
Moore was evidently due to the fact
that bie cut a very conspicuous figure
o covering up the job.

The court was at sea. There was
no law authorizing them to employ
additional counsel and pay bim out
of the county revenue, unless author-
izl by the prosccuting attorney.
However, they felt that they woere
the financial agents of the people, and
that they could not conscientiously
sce the people wronged out of so
great an amount. Individual citizens
and taxpayers concoursged them by
agrecing to share the cxpeuse of
counsel. Accordingly J. W. Lim-
baugh and Geo. S. Elliott were con-
sulted and employed. They gave it
as their opinion that there was no
question but that the money could be
recovered and, according to the advice
ol these attorncys; the county court
ordered Mr. Leftwich to pay over the
amount due within fifteen days—just
the same as any creditor would ask a
debtor to pay what he owed within a
specified time, or he would be sued.

Mr. Leltwich appealed to the cir-
cuit court. Mind you, there was no
judgement, The county court had no
jurisdiction in the matter, beyond as
acting a8 the representatives of the
tax-payers and demanding what was
due them. The county court could
not render judgment because they
had no process by which to enforce it.
Their order was simply a request to
pay what they belicved to be due the
people—not a judgment. Keep this
in mind.

At the April term, 1895, Messrs.
Limbaugh and Elliott filed and ar-
gued & motion to dismiss the appeal
on the ground that the order of the
county court was not a judgment, but
simply an act of the financial agents
of the people, demanding what was
due them, and that no appeal lies.
The defense took the stand that it
was a judgment and that our present

" .The question now hinged upon a

. tec ity. The county’s attorneys
*mthunmﬂh'mwu-
cause the county court had no power

during that term of court and finally
announced that he would render his
decision six mooths luter.

At the October term, last, the de-
cision was rendered. Somt it sur-
prised and some it did not. We are
no lawyer, but, according to what lit-

held that when you “dun’ a man for
what he owes you, you have a vight
to appeal to the circuit court. In
other words, Judge Riley held that
the order or demand of the county
court was a judgment, and that the
appeal to the circuit court was proper.

Now mark this: At this same Oc-
tober term the attorneys for Mr.
Leftwich filed a motion to dismiss
beecause the county court had o juris-
diction, nnd Judge Riley sustained
themotion. And it is upon these mo-
tion that the case now hangs fire in
the Supreme court. The merits of
the case have never been before any
court. The object of the defense is
to kecp it out of court, if possible.
The question now before the Supreme
court has nothing to do with the
meritsof the case, and is only a toch-
nicality by which the defense hopes
to kill time. They know that as soon
as the case comes squarely before the
court on its merits the jig is up.

The attorneys for the county arve
perfectly confident that Judge Riley
will be reversed by the Supreme
court. However, the point belore
the Supreme court is a mere techni-
cality and will cut no figure in the
final trial of the case. It is onlya
guestion as to whether or not the
case was properly instigated. If the
higher court sustaing Judge Riley,
then the county will simply bringsuit
on the bond—provided the present
members ave re-clected.  If the ring
sueceed in electing men to the eounty
court bench who are favorable to

them, and suceced in retaining their
pres-ent  prosceuting uttorney. then
the cuse may be withdrawn.

The *“‘organ’” tells us that the Left-
wich case has been tried upow its
merits, and that he was honorably
discharged by Judge Riley. The fucl
remaius, however, that no suit has
been instituted against Mr. Left-
wich. or his bondswmen, as yet, and
that there is nothing beyond an order
of court, or a request, to pay over
the surplus. From this order, de-
mand or request, as you may sce fit
to term it, Mr. Leftwich appealed,
Nothing more bas been before any
cour't.

In such cases the county court has
no power to render judgment—Judge
Riley to the contrary, notwithstand-
ing. How cana court render a judg-
ment when it has no power or process
by which to enfoice it? One might
as well contend that a justice of the
peace bas the right to sentence a man
to the penitentiary. He might sen-
tence him all right, but by what pro-
cess is he going to get him there?
Had the county court rendered a
judgment against Mr. Leftwich for
the amount due, Mr. Leftwich would
have paid no atteotion toit. He is
smart enough to know that that court
bad no process by which to inforce
such judgment.

The “organ’’ furthur tells the peo-
ple’that Judge Riley severcly criti-
cised the present county court for
their action in meddling with mat-
ters that did not concern them, but
the organ grinder fails to quoteasin-
gle utterance from Judge Riley to
sustain his statement. Judge Riley
said not ove word. in criticism of the
present county court, but in regard
to the action of the old county court

tle horse sense we bave, Judge Rilo_\rl

picce of the ring appeared with such
brazen misstatements of the facts,
we considered it our duty to the peo-
ple to give them the plain, unvar-
nished fucts.

Eaxter Services,

Easter Sunday was duly obscrved
in Benton,  The church was filled
with house flowers and buck of the
rostrum arranged in a scmi-circle
were the words “Christ is Risen’’ in
letters of cedar.

The exercvises consisted ol selected
songs aod recitations, and the ladies
under whose management the ser-
vices were held, and those tuking
part in them, are to be congratuluted
upon their suceess, and the interest
exhibited in the observance of the day.

One very bLeautiful excrcise was
the building of a pyramid of life by
vightlittlechildeen, with Temperance
for a base, followed then by blocks
representing Knowledge, Godliness,
Chavacter, Truth, Charity, Virtoe
and Faith.

Mrs. McPheeters acted as organist
and in the choir were most of the
young people of Benton—the ludies,
as usual, vn such occasions, outbum-
bering the boys.

The visitors who attended from
urighboring towns were Du Fullen-
wider und wife, Mesdames Lynch and
Arbaugh, Joe Ellis, Miss DBirdie
Moore, Johin Beardslee, Miss Birdie
Gaituer, Misses Teva Fullenwider,
Faonic Wylie and Lizzie Clymer, of
Commerce; Messrs, Thos. Hinkle,
Wimn. Hobbs, Caleb und Rube Mat-
thews, Oran.

The Wh,\i and Whercetores.

Some peaple wonder why the
“Hon." Wm. Hunter takes such an
active part in the local campaign.
To those well aequainted with him
this is no mystery. Large railroads
and other corporations spend large
sums of money and grow rich by be-
ing able to contrul state and nation-
al legislation in theiv interest. Mr,
Hunter owns large bodies of land in
Seott county and hopes togrow richer
by manipulating the affairs of county
in his interest. To huve county
officials and a couaty court that he
can handle is & matter of no small
importavce to Mr. Hunter. He is
not spending bis time and mooey in
the interest of the people. Oh no;
he is not built that way. He is al-
ways on the lookout for No. 1. For
every dollar he expends bhe expects to
be benclitted tenfold in case his men
get charge of public affuirs, The
safest plan for the general good is to
oppose every man that Mr. Hunter
30 T

Grand and Petit Juriea.

The grand and petit jurors drawn
to serve at the April term of the cir-
cuit court, 1896, are as follows:

GRAND JURY,

Chas. Chaney, F. A. Griggs, G. M.
Smith, R. J. Watkins, W. H. Stall-
cup, W. J. Wilson, Thos. A. Mat-
thews, G. C. Rose, Carter Foster,
W. H. H. Hutson, Joseph Scherer,
C. N, Welch.

PETIT JURY.

Aug. Dobogne, E. F'. Dryeans, Ed.
Newman, Wm. Watson, J. H. Stag-
per, Ed Burke, Jno. Tippy, Jesse
Wyatt, Chas. Clark, Jas. R. Joyce,
Herbert Ellis, J. B. Church, John
Edmonson, Jno. Roth, Ben Kllis, H.
C. Marshall, Chas. Will, Thos, Owns-
by, J. B. Morrow, Anton Legraod,
B. F. Allen, Frank Resscll, John

A Hint to Tax-Payers.

For the consideration of the men
who dig, plow and pay the taxes, we
will give the eriminal costs, as taken
froun the county records, of the last
five years Mr. DeReign scrved, and
the succeeding five years during
which Mr. Moore has beld the office
of prosecuting attorney—for the

“Thas it may be seo that our pres-
ent prosecuting attocruey is quite wn

for | ot ot b

ks predocensor

FROM BLODGETT.

Miss Lizzie Baty, a very ph-asunt!

youny lady of Union City, Tenn., who
hns been visiting her brother, J. W.
Baty, at this place, left last Monday

Blodgett will miss her very much
from their social civele,

Blodgett. A crowd came down from |
Commerce with a string band I:mdl:
about noon the Morley brass band
sprang a surprise on the pcople in|
the way of some Vvery nice music

had dinner at the fumous Commer-
cial Hotel and enjoyed a good time
generally.

Mrs. Carrie V. Pigg and children
went to Charleston last Saturday for
aweck's visit torelatives and friends.

Jobn A. Snider, o Republican can-
didate for Congress, and Capt. Chris
F. Betten, present circuit clerk of
Cape Girardeau county, came down
last Saturday afternoon and serubbad
about until Sunduy afterncon with
the boys here. with whom Mr. Bet-
ten is very well scequainted, having
made this place his home for two
years., They dragged in with them
from the Benton mass mecting Dr,
R. A. Sparks and the Dispatch edi-
tor. who corroborated the testimony
of Messrs. Snider and Betten to the
best of their ability.

Rev. H. S. Lantz preached for us
afew nights this week, He is a Gen-
cral Baptist minister but we did not
learn his residence.

Blodgett sustained her reputation
at the Republican Convention at Ben-
ton lust Saturday, for when they all
got rounded up in the court house
there were ebout eighty or ninety of
them in the gang. We don’t do any-
thing here by halves, even a mass
mecting goes like a wooden leg at o
public sale on twelve months eredit.

Hon. Seth S. Barnes, of New Mad-
rid wus in town last Thursday accom-
punied by Vietor Scofield, of Beuton,
Mr. Barnes was around fixing up the
low places in the fences about his
race for the Ropublican congressional
nomination at Poplar Bluff. He is
a plain every-day kind of man and
that is what goes down here,

Ben Marshall and Miss Lessic Peal,
Lewis Watkins and Miss Pearl Peal,
S. P. Marshall and Miss Amanda
Ashley, E. C. Myers, F. H. Reddick.
represented Blodgett at the big Oran
ball last Tucsduy wight. They re-
port a most enjoyable time all around.

Blodgett is the hottest political
spot in this county. The township
is pretty evenly divided for pretty
near all the candidates and therefore
they make a whole lot of tracks about
this place, and many and interesting
are the vuried tales which they pour
into the car of the undecided voter.
Many are the fairy tales that fall
soothingly upon his sometimes un-
willing ear like the bencdiction that
follows after prayer.

The ladies of the two big churches
are to be be praised for their success-
ful enterprise last week in the shape
of the box supper at the M. E,
church. A large and merry party
came down from Oran and partici-
pated in the guod time. The not re-
ceipts reached $16.50, and many were
the laughable incideots that took
place when the boxes were distributed.

Dr. J. 8. Sparks put up a new fence
Saturday and Dr. R. A. Sparks has
attached a front porch to his office at
his residence.

C. C. Halsted and R. A. Sparks are
the Blodgettmen put on the Republi-
can ticket at Benton last Saturday
by the nominating convention.

In our humble opinion this ‘‘Curfew
bell,” or horn, or whistle, which so
many towns are using to run all kids
under a certain age home at a cer-
tain bour, are not gotting at the root
of the evil at all. Itisouly a hall-
way reform at best because il you
ever noticed it, it is the old boys who
do all the devilment after dark.
Ain't we right? KLEINSTRIN.

Te the Publie.

Owing to the serious illuess of one
of my children 1 have been unable to
canvas my distriet as 1 iotended to

. ST e

do. All lask is that you cousider
carclully your own interests as well
Jas wine wid vole mevordingly.

[ Javks F. KEviss,
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BOODLE! BOODLE!

The Ring is Trying to Buy Its
Way into Oftice.

The News#oy hus repeatedly stated
that the old ring was using money,

for her home. The young folks of  Whiskey, religion, falsehood. ete., in Evmon Reconn i—
ofder to again get full control of the !

|affairs of county, but we never ex- loves honesty, trath and fairdealing, |
Last Sunday was u big day in old { pected them to become so brazen as  and hates deception,  misrepresentn- |

to ask a vorer his price,

Last Wednesday the news reached
the Newspoy that Jusper Trotter,
one of their licutenants, had at-
tempted to purchase the votes and

studt, and J. L. Huey and Joe Ware,
of Sundyland.

The Newspov is never satisfied with
rumors, but always reaches out for

the facts. Conscyuently a reporter|

was sent to interview Messers Mas-
ters, Huey and Ware, and they wvol-
unteered the the following written
statements, over theirown signatures
—the originals of which may be secn
by calling ut this office:
M. €. MASTER 8 STATEMENT.

*On the Tth day of April, 1806,
Jasper Trotter came Lo me and asked
me to turn over and support Mr. Lef-
twich. I told him 1 could not do it
He (Trotter) insisted that I could
carry this precinet for Leftwich if 1
would only try. and offered me £10
il I would vote and work for him
(Leftwich.) 1 laughed at this offer
and Mr. Trotter quickly remarked,

‘1 will give you £20 for your support |

for Mr. Leftwich.” 1 refused to take
any money from Me. Trotter and he
again opened his heart for Mr, Lel-
twich and said for me to name wy
price (pmdut:inl,r his pocket book) as
they bhad concluded to defeat Mr,
Heissever and would do soregardless
uf price or consequences,

(SHINED) M. C, MasSTERS,
Dichlstadt, Mo., April 9, 1896,

STATEMENT OF HUEY AND WARE,

“Jasper Trotter wade the follow-
ing statement: That he wanted us
to give our support to Jobn Leftwich
for colleetor, and that he would give
us 350 o picee rvather than bave us
vote agatnst Leftwich. We replied
and suid that we did not need any
money from Leftwich, as we did oot
think he would get a vote in our
neighborhood; that we were for
Heisserer and did not need money to

electioneer.

(SIUXED) J. L. Hrev,

Juk Waneg,

How do the honest people of Scott
county like this stylcof buying office ¥

The original of the above state-
ments were handed the Record man,
with a request to publish. He agreed
to do so for 5.  His proposition was
accepted, but evidently his bosses re-
fused to let them appear.

The School Elections.

School elections were held in the
different districts of the county, lust
Tuesday, with the following result,
so [ar as heard from:

Besmox—W. C. Lambert re-elec-
ted director for three years, an eight
month’s school and un additional tax
of ten cents on the $100 valuation
was voted. That part of thedistrict
lying south and west of Benton hill,
on the Commerce road was permitted
to cut loose from this district in or-
der to let them form a district of
their own.

MorLey—Changed to a village dis-
trict and the following directors were
elected: Jos. Lile and Peter Boyce,
3 years; C. D. Harris and James
Smith, 2 years; Jos. Frobase and
John Lee, 1 year. A nine mouths
school was voted.

Coxuence—W. J. Worsley and
Robt. Finley elected directors, nine
months school voted, and an addi-
tional tax of 20 ccuts on the $100
valuation voted.

Orax—Alex Wright clected di-
rector, now school house voled and
$600 to buy block for same in north
part of town, Old site and building
ondered sold. Eight months school.

SikestToN—Ches. Tunver and San'l
Darby elected directors.

Buopagyr—J, M. MCormick and
Chap Meyers clected directors, Kight
months school,

Kxuso—John Enderlee clected di-
rvector and six months school.

To the Voteis of Scott County
1 am reliably informed that A. W.
Fizer claims to have a letter in his
stating that 1 will not get

11, 1sea.

| JUDGE EVINS TALKS.
The following letter, from Judue
Evins, appears in the Benton Kecord
of this wecl® {
! Bromarrt Mo, April 8. 1886, |

Fvery honest, thinking man. who

| tion and falsehood, cannot but mourn |
at the depravity of the times,
To gain some point or advantage |
men who claim respectability will, in
{ matter of speech, deceive and falsily

which was greatly appreciated, All|support of M, C. Masters, of Diehl- without a blush. The newspaper that l

| was once the purveyor of news and

the great palludium of honor and |
truth, has largely become the sewer I-
of filth, misrepresentation and false-
hood. This is o sad phase of human
depravity. I bave not seen this|
{illustrated more clearly and forcibly |
| thun in your issue of last week. in|
[ which you misrepresented facts, in
the interest of those who control the
utterances of your publication, and
who hope to deceive the people and
{ be benefitted, personally. by the de-
| ception.

However, since I do not hold you
responsible for the utterances of last
week. I will refer briefly to my can-
didacy for re-election as un associate
judge of the county court. It is a
well-known fact that 1 gtroply op-
posed making the ruce aguin, and
{ that I endeavored to have some man
to come out for my place.  As evi-
denee, Irefer you to Jos, L. Moore,
of Commeree, Dr. J. F. Bagwell, of
Dichlstadt. W. R. Sherer and A. J.
Sinuard, Blodgett, and Jolin E. Mar-
shall and Jasper Trotter, of Richland,

All these men—and here [ wish to
emphasize the names of Moore, Mar-
shall and Trotter—told me that they
knew of no one who expected tooffer,
and expressed themselves as being
perfectly sotisfying with me, and
that they expected me to run again.

There being no other aspirant, and
believing these men to be honest
and honorable in their declarations
to me, 1 announced for re-election.
No sooner had I announced- than the
“jugzlery”™ begun,  The supreme
question seemed to be, “Who can we
put out to beat Evius ¥

In a few days Mr. C. N. Welch, of
Dichlstadt—a man whoin 1 regard as
a gentleman in every sense of the
word—received letters from ex-Sena-
tor Hunter, of Benton and Jasper
Trotter, of Richland, urging him to
become o candidate. Oun March 21,
at the Democratic convention at Ben-
ton, J. E. Marshall, who told me
wore than once that Richland was
well pleased with me, and expected
me to run again, held secret caucuses
with Mr. Welch—the last being in
the wareroom of Bonnefon's saloon
— alter which Mr* Welch, incompany
with said Marshall, walked up to the
bar, called out the drinks for the
crowd and declured himself a candi-
date.

Mr. Welch being a strong anti-
Leftwich man prior to his avnoun ze-
ment, it was useless for Mr. Leftwich
to approach him, but I know it to be
a foct that Messrs. Hunter, Mar-
shall, Trotter, Leftwich, Moore &
Co. wre trying to pull Mr. Welch
through in the hope of having a court
favorable to the withdrawal of the
investigation the county bas insti-
tuted ugainst Mr. Leftwich, which, 1
believe, every honest and fair minded
man [avors,

The county court is not o trial
court, We can only act as the rep-
resentatives or agents of the people.
We can neither rvender nor enforce
judgment against Mr. Leftwich, All
we can do is to follow the law, as we
understand it. We bave done so.
Not only did we rely u the stat-
utes, but we referred the. matter to

Attorney-General Walker, and here
is what be bas to say :
Jefferson City, Mo., Nov. 15, 1895,
Mu. Jaugs ¥. Eu“'llo.
lodgett,
Dean Sig:—
The fees received each

P
——d

o. o

to a clerk of a court of record. This
smount is intended for the lruylm'm.
of adeputy and wot to add to the
compensation of the clerk himself,
This is not only the evident medning
of the statute, but the court has so
held,  The fees of each year most be
applied tothe payment of officials for
services rendered o i Jlu_rj' sueh ey,

Your prosecuting attorney is your
legn] advisor and if he fails or refuses
to do his duty he i= amenable to the
law and application myy be made to
fuur circuit court to correct his neg-

igenee. | certainly have no author-
ity in the premises.
Respectlully,
R. F. WaLken.

It is claimed by some, that wo are
acting without authority. T would
like to usk if the Attorney-General
is not the highest authority of the
State. and if we have not acted upon
it—and this, too. in the fauce of the
fuct that our prosecuting attorney
refused to advise us, or have any-
thing to do with the matter, exeept
to try to baflic and mislead us.

I'n conclusion T will say that 1 have
been o fricnd and supporter of Mr.
Leftwich since my advent into this
county. T supported and voted for
him two vears ago. I did not believe
the allegations of his opposition to be
true. However, 1 canoot doubt the
law and his own sworn statements,
and il I am retained upon the county
court beneh 1 shall recover that mon-
ey for the people or else know the
reason why, 1 do not believe the
people will retire me because 1 have
followed the law and discharged my
sworn duty. Respretfully,

James F. Eviss,
Judge County Court, 1st Dist.

A Brllllmu—. -:.\_ﬂiiir.

The ball at Oran last Monday even-
ing, surpassed anything of the kind
that has taken place in that town
for years. About ! o'clock the dan-
cing people from all over the county
began to gather and the hall was
soon well filled. Lee Boicourt's or-
chestra, of Cairo, added much to the
splendor of the affair, and the supper
at the Commercial hotel was first-
closs,

Fred Coffman and-wife, Murry Camp-
bell, Wade Anderson. Ed. Wylie
Frunk Shouider, Joe Ellis, Will Ross
and Ed. Childers, and the Misses
Teva Fullenwider and Ethel ITreland
were there from Commerce. Blod-
gett was represented by Chap Myers,
Louis Watkins, Frank Reddick and
Beu. and Sterling Marshall, and the
Misses Lessie and Pearl Peal and
Amanda Ashley. J. J. Hunter,
Frank Mart'n, Jos. Frobuse, Peter
Boyce and H. Swith turned out [rom
Morley, while Benton sent over R, A,
Kingsbury, L. B. Russell C. . Gup-
ton, Ed. Henderson, Claude MeCrock-
lin, Dr. Butler, C. E. Bonpefon, Ye
editor and wife and the Misses Luta
Gray, Daisy Leedy, Francis Steck,
Effic Seifert and Eva Arnold.

—Sikeston had a “hot’’ municipal
election last Tuesday. J. H. Shelby
was clected mayor over Judge Greer
by four votes—Shelby receiving 89
and Greer 85, Linton Jones was
elected marshal; Fowler, assessor,
John Edmunson and Wm. Scroff, al-
dermon from the first ward; Jos.
Cresap and J. L. Tanoer, second
wand.

—Oran elected Henry Schatz, Wm.
Metz, Jos. Wright, Peter Dirnberger
and W. H. Stubbleficld as their vil-
lage trustees last Tuesday. Com-
merce elected Dr. Blackledge, John
Daily, Robt. Finley, Dr. Frazer and
W.J. Worsley. The trustees elee-
ted at Morley are J. W. Halley, J.
W. Parrott, J. W. Mayes, W. J.
Greer and M. M. Lawrence.

—In the village election in Benton

Tuesday thellollani MA. of Trus-
tees wus elected, . Hal|
James Mc H L. Y Hl':
James Walker, Sr. and Albert
Reig. :

—The county board of :
was in session this vnknliqlbm
to the m.'millu-dhhm v

Judge Evins could not attend. - =



